Laws of Bridge

1. LAW of Total Tricks

The LAW of Total Tricks (LOTT) is a bidding guideline developed by Jean-Rene Vernes. It
helps you to decide how high to compete, using this approximation:

With 8 partnership trumps, bid to the 2-level.
With 9 trumps--3 level.
With 10 trumps--4 level.

So, if responder to 14 holds: #Q76%54%108765%653, and hears partner open 1%, he knows
his side has 8 trumps. He won't raise immediately to 2%, because that would be a lie. Bids still
mean what they always meant and raising to 2 shows 6-10. So, responder has to pass, but he
knows that if the opponents now balance (say 1#-P-P-2%) that he should be willing to compete
to 24 since the partnership has 8 trumps. It doesn't mean 24 will make, but even if it is down,
that is likely better than defending against 2% (likely making).

Similarly, if responder to 1# holds: #Q 8 7 6%6 2 #6 4%K 8 7 6 4, he knows his side has 9
trumps. He can't raise to 3#® since that would be invitational. But, later, if he has to, he should
compete to the 3-level (18-P-286-P; P-3%_36),

With 5 trumps, responder to 1# will raise to 4# (which is defined as 5 trumps and weakish).
Example: #KJ876%548432%Q32.

Over partner's 2-level preempt (6 cards), be willing to compete to the 3-level with 3-card support
(9 total trumps) and the 4-level with 4-card support (10 total trumps). After a 3-level preempt by
partner, assume a 7-card suit and use the LAW accordingly.

Use LOTT only when you don't have game or slam interest.

Never Lie (1#-2# means what it has always meant).
Use the LAW mostly on the 2-3-4 levels (not on the 5-level or higher).

The "LAW" states that on most bridge deals the total number of trumps is approximately equal to
the total number of tricks.
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2. Don’t let the opponents play in their eight-card fit at the two level.

BALANCING GUIDELINE: If you have shortness in the opponents’ suit — fewer than
three cards — bid a suit or make a takeout double.

3. Eight ever, nine never--- J\ ¥ /1R &
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7. ZHEN---BRRERMN, XTFASBEESHIUN—MENCEEN, Bl X
A+ RKMERKE >=20, FAATLIFFU, HABEIEREA + RKAE
RISKEL >=19, HAEHFKER + REKRENKE >=18.

8. MBMEX—MNEQMM KEAAREANSMIERE - BABBIRE UL
BRI ENERE,

9. MM : HEFE—TEEBEFHREKE - YW SEEENMERTT—L -
1008058 H - KHVIEMASEER | 37R; TEMIEIAER | 13K, FHEXMME | 50, X -

%AE2.85 : 1MEIE,
10. Hamman's Law: If you have a choice of reasonable bids and one of them is 3NT,

then bid it---IG2;EN : MRIROTLUAFE—LSEMmAE - HPZ—23NT, B
LEYE !

11. “2N is a convention not a contract!”---“2NT“FEE Z2— M AEWUMIE—PMEL !
3 2ntIX BRI AZEF2nt)

12. Second hand plays low. Third hand plays high---=—ZR¥T/\, ZR$T X

13. Preferred Leads in Bridge against a Notrump Contract
When you're leading against a notrump contract, selecting the right opening lead offers you a
chance to finish off the declarer. Check out these suggested leads:
1-The top of a three-card honor sequence: A from AKQXx, K from KQJx or KQ10x, Q from
QJ10x or QJ9x, and so on
2-The J from suits headed by the J109, J108, AJ10, or KJ10
3-The 10 from suits headed by the 1098, 1097, A109, K109, Q109, AK109, or AQ109
4-Your partner's unsupported suit: top of two cards, low from three or four cards
5-The fourth highest card from your longest suit

MIREF/ENNBELXERITE

1-=KTK AR :
AKQX---A ; KQIX--K ; KQTX--K; ; QITX--Q; ; QI9X--Q ; %%,

2-JFTLHVTER
J109, J108, AJ10, or KJ10 BHJ,

3-104TLRITER :
1098, 1097, A109, K109, Q109, AK109, or AQ109 B 10.

L-BBRARIFNRHFESR
PIKBE B ERATNK - =5k UK BB/ -

S-HRBCMKER - BIENK,



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
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I-EFAMITGKE =AR : BEERK, i KQIx BiEEERAce, il : AKX(X)

-BHRFMTER,
-HEETH : BIREXNGKEMNINGK ( IFRFETER )

4-HRRUER : BRNKEMNSEK ; ERN=KEN/NE ; BROKTEEERHILK
b8 BB =K/ IK/NBYTIEK -

5- HERMERMUERPHBIENTER ; B - MIRXI]TEBEAcediSk - MEKS—
EXRUNTEERE -

6-MNRIREMEIKIFHE - BRE KRBT
With a misfit bid cautiously,with a good fit be bold---TE & &EHIEE

TERIFEEBRX #REERKLRN - EE—THANE !

Bid five-card majors: If you have 13 points and a five-card major, bid it, no matter how
pathetic its strength (e.g., 496432) or how good your five-card minor is (e.g., #AK1085).
If your partner can respond, you'll have time to tell your story, and if you're partner can't
respond, then it's just as well the opponents don't know your real story.

WHAKSIE : NRIRELEpF—PEKSEE - UER | NEBIEERZAE
(BN : S : 96432) AR AKIKICEAZY (EEW : C:AK1085) .ANREFEE® N
I REBENSHIMREE ; NREHEARBENI - ABARMHIET T —HEBI A
BIRESIHE,

1-2-3-4;EN. X2 R &MU Z2E =R 71 8A = 2 2GRN - BN4ERE S U4 4Ry —
AN

BRAFHRZEL
REBRANERZE?,
REBRANRZES,
BABENREEL.

With two five-card suits: open with the higher ranking suit, respond in the higher ranking suit,
and overcall in the higher ranking suit. Do not worry about which is the stronger suit.

You hold: # x ¥ J10xxx ¢ AKQxx % Kx
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Open 1 ¥, not 1 ¢. Respond 1 ¥ to an opening 1 # bid and overcall 1 ¥ if the opening bid to your
rightis 1 & .

LEFASSNERN - BEAWU - MmN - BRSREEME - AZEBLM—I]TE
BER! thin, {RFEHE

A X

¥ : J10xxx

¢ AKQxx

& : Kx

A%, BEEFEFO - SIUFNIUE - Z21v

NEVER pre-empt in 4th seat ---7k 22t A~ 7£ 25 [0 5 BE o 14 -y

A ES M FEHEMBRE

FrAF MU SEBEEY  FEMAERED - EHFAENIURNEREETHRAERS
ER - AR ! (L&A Pass)

L{RERFEFAEAAN29, BEEEINt, AMEFIER4-4EH5-38 FTmpth
EhNLE) --- B=4-01%K

Balance is the key---Ffii & X !

fERER - TR EHERIEE, hFEdRELRTE.

Rk - TRAIEMA N, HAREHRE S,

MRREN - BRIEMRAEMMPE_UREHL, BUWRAEO,

A new suit at the three level is forcing---=M#ic 2 EW

Supporting your partner’s first bid major suit requires three or more cards in the suit;
supporting any second bid suit requires four or more cards in the suit.

Remember: A primary objective in bidding is to locate an eight-card or longer major
suit fit between your hand and your partner’s.

XHFRAFUNSEELFTE=R  MZFREFNE_TCETENKRHI L -

o WEMNEZEMNMESK/\KEERN (B4R ) EBES.

When the bid to your right is strong, a jump by you is weak; when the bid to your right
is weak, a jump by you is strong.

If partner opens 1& and RHO doubles, a jump to 2 # by you is weak. If RHO opens 2 ¥
(weak), a jump to 3 & by you is strong.

LN TRNARIUMIBBEN - REOBKIUFLZ 5 ;
HAXMTIRNERIUBSHEN - REVBEIUFE R ;
N - EEFU1e, BRME, HERBI20%R T

HERBEFFW2y, (REEU3+RTEM,

When responding to a takeout double, jump the bidding in your long suit with 9-11
‘revalued’ points. An unbid five-card suit is worth 1 extra point and an unbid six-card
suit is worth three extra points. Do not count points for jacks and queens in suits they
have bid.
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L X B AR AREINEENIUN - BIUBCHKERR-1IBEESR ; — T RUMNE
KEMELNTIMEES - — M RIUNAKENEINEIMEESR - FEIERIEEPH
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When responding to a takeout double with 12+ HCP, cuebid the opponent's suit to show a strong
hand and then bid your suit(s) later. After you cuebid, any new suit bid by you is forcing. 2 #F#H

12P+EIRE S R AV MENNE (RN IUEY - HIIUETERRI2ME - BEEBIUBCHTEE ;

flfE - BIlEEHTEEZ0M,

A 2NT response to a takeout double shows 10-12 HCP and is not forcing. A INT
response to a takeout double shows 6-9 HCP similar to a INT response to an opening
bid. Notrump responses to a takeout double guarantee at least one stopper (hopefully
two), in the opponents’ suit.

EARMMER - MOU2ntFksR10-12hcp, FEM, ROYIntFAR6-9hcp, ZSARAYE £
A—BAFFI - B AREMEEFRNIUNTHUREBRIEEREE LED—WIEK (F
EHAAIIETK ) .

Mike Lawrence(Z 52 -5 CHNTEhAIZE/E (Complete Book on Takeout Doubles) (AR MM
B ) BERRXHFICEEAMINMERN  ARAEMNLOEIUD  BERUINEEEER &%
ENtTERESIRENAEN , LiBAE12-16hcpXI B FIUMTEESIERARMENE - BEL
WRXE  WEHEZIEBEEVER =KX ; BE FFARMNERENTR ; NRIR
BIEXLENAEREN - RGBS IEH ARG -

WA — : —IRUHNSIENBERKR - AZEMRF -

Ee3n : S-Jx H-Kxxx D-Kxx C-AQxx B& T "I AN HAIUISHER AR MNIE - AENHEHRTTEN
FIUER AR NN -

RHREAI Z © — T IRIUTEER SRR - AZ/ENE -

tea0: S-Axxx H-KJxx D-KQxx C-x B& T Al A FFAULCAE R R MENNE - AEZXNHERITEENF
MUPER AR MEINGS -

WA= YEHEFRKSIEN - AZEMNE -

Eegn : S-AJxxx H-KQxx D-x C-Kxx 5 FFIU1D, XhEESNULS, MEMERTHRAYE)H

EMFATEERAKSE ; MEARARBUSKRAEXEIMEHFN—FEBANEHFNSE,
Summary of Losing Tricks in Common Holdings
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AR D2ntsk— 4 splinterinl, RIZA7THIBEHEL -
B e BIE MR R % A 1A L R9s H I -
EERIRMEMY (8-101M%RHR) BHME -
{ERREEMALFA 105 -

FFALA AL A 55 -

FrAL A B A SR -

Fru A BB B ILER Y -

IntFRUA : IMRFELEATIEE - Ao -

2#FF A AN B 3HIH -

RIS T AN ; MREHAHIBEEY - Nz EFEHESR -
R — M FIUAESHIRE BT -

RS IUAESIBE BT -

FRBRAEINER AN ELS,
LB ETE 4R UAVEIINE - IH4a ! - (BTN, DEEER
AMENXKZET X -

(BFEBASEIBSMZIREN - XN ZFICHELZER/ESNE—ER ;
LR NEMXI G - B)NOHENRRESF (NABMFENZEEREERINNNE
7)) FIEEMELETT) ; HEEEREN - LEZEIORITEMICR FRIE 7RR -
FEARHLERNIE - ERERLPEIRMN

LIREKIOBERFEEATEITHHEAN - £K ! FTEHILEHRSIREB KRN
Always play the card which you are known to hold---5k it Z$] E 41 FFiFA9RF K -

RAZNATFE  BRVER - ANDO10EE ET, HFILMIEYIORERME, XER
ERFTYI0ZH, FREEEIT), vIZ2EHREK,
Always play in the safest contract at the slam level--- kK iIZEI T RZEZHH R EL -
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XN iZKZERHMNWEBR - TIEBNALERWNAE - EXAZEL - ATHNES
2E - ANREREAEERPEONt, —HEKR - XE—MEMAVARE - BRIFIREE
HEERE - ENAZER - RBEERAECHENER :
I-HEMANBHEEAMREN ?

2-SEALTE N IRB T RIZIS ?

F-HEMFHEARERFAMARELIG?

At teams, always play in the safest contract at partscore, game or slam.
EZNXFEL - XEBITRLZZNHEEL - HEMHRET !

FERATUZE | - 3HMKFN3DMKE R ER - Fh&6HmMKIN6ntmkth 2 —4 - BUIR6HER L, FAIZE
BOHEN - ERAFEL - StEERETEMBEIEEBNELE,
Always cover an honour with an honour.

This is often wrong. It should be: "Cover an honour with an honour if it can promote a card
in with your own or partner's hand"

KIS ARE =T —K AR

HIX—REBEEHRN - EHWNZGEZ ; ORBTEABCHEFFFH
R K- A =T —KAME,

At teams, don't double a partscore between 2H and 4D unless you are sure to defeat it.
#ARE L - AZRSMENT2HEADZ BN D EA - MRIFREEEITEE -
29Xfa, REB\WE - BHZE670.MEER - IntXfg, THEAE180, FMERNS HEFRET
W - LR — T 49Xmk=790, HZERT1705,

tiEN . HEHEFRELUE - REARBERFES - SARMREREIEIKRER
RENNUm - X2RABRZMELR - BRLtRE—NPEE  XETEMRES
ST AT TR,

UDCA RinEBBHKRIVERE :

E—E=-FHK - B—== A ; DRI ;

KiEL, BRSPEEEERERIEE BRERTCEEERKSRIEE -

When discarding, keep length parity with the dummy.

If dummy has four cards in a suit (A-K-Q-8 ), and you have four cards (9-4-3-2) one of
which (the 9) could conceivably take a trick, be careful about discarding from that suit.
Be very careful! Don't!

LRFEEN - RESHEFTEEER -
ten : BF—J1EERAKQS, {REF-4-3-2MKAEY - LB R IFEERT —WRE
CFRBL - BREZRTFHREID !



45. When you find yourself in a hole, stop digging.---Z{R &M BT, NiZFLE
PR |
g - RAEHRERINCEBES - RELEE  ARFFEILE XA —EEREIRNIZELTL
N ARAMREENEHEF ERIES - K24 - T RUBEE—1I30E (2BARE - BRIME— -
)

46. FRERERN: RFUEMRERER - MAIUZIRHOKE @ LERIREETE—
MRFMIBLZE 7RI,

47, BARE L EE— BT IETIRER - RIRPASSEIRE AT - AEEHE
BREFN - WAROUBEFERAMHKE LK - tTEXFEWEY - (REBER
IRAERS ERIESENE « - B IS e

a8 THHE R FRFZH, TREBEEMNIAMKERNA -
FHERRRER HAR—MFHARE. —THFPEBONEES £ —ERE LR
AR 7 1 FOATT AR R AR TN RE K,

49. EFRERMHIM T A, ZSXAMNMEMENNY - ZRrAEMMKIETESD - RBERAM
fsplinter---Max Hardy (E5RHT M)

50. fRERIFINAGER AT ENRIG ? 25 - US2EM  BEEREEECHES -
REDFUFITIUERYHETE - RIESE - MRATREHENER - BSEETREEH - M
RAFHESARS @ IERRZIMER - HRMEFIEERE---Max Hardy 5 1B

51. SEKESEEHAEEE - AIXEBEAMA - EMELESENRRVHAEZRSEHN
B - MMMREF(IPFEERS - HNEERSHNG LIERIUGRES - EREIES
i {1 M---Max Hardy EFHT- B

52. MMM E R DRI A ERIER I FN BT RMIBE"F“4-3-2-1- 01t IR L S EERE
- BETERESR - MREBAUFHEMEBARENE - BRIt - REBEER
MIRFSFRIE - IRIE—EAEEENBEAME—DNMGLE ; REXEBHUE - KBAS -
hiEREW—RBEERER - EAESEM EMAENAISESKIZE - Max Hardy £3%
Hr-rafk

53. IFINERMAVAEE - MBBEY, XMEREMNGERNIZEE - MOREE—RIK
E - LHEHEREKELZBAEMWNE - BEMSLEA - BEWURKNARE - (RMAREME
HESEINECHEAGEMEANAEEE - (RAMEHFHER DL E CRIAEE -
AEEIEIHES - KA TES - (RVEMESTHE - RKREINERZE - BARSEIYE
HREAERNEFRAFAGIFIUEARE - SBUFBEN - ZEEIUMEMR - AL



54,

55.

56.

ME—FRAERZAMS  BREERNEERSMAKIEZE - MBI —LEAERR
D HERARM TEEMAKRAE - Max Hardy EFHT-BR

X7 RIIURE th S X REIMT B AR EIREEE - MEMRFELRMUERNKRE, X
LEXIEMSARAUEBNMAE - MUORREA TXMAUTERHIARE  XEXEHRE
EMERFMIZE | Max Hardy E 787 -154%

RIETREWT T RUERN A

I-FELRENS

-REPHARBELREFNNES

3-KIRASHMEZLLIMIINS

4-SAMABE R+ BRI PIEEEK LS FEN

S-HBBMANMEETE - MFRENMNMEELRE

6-FFARESITOURE - SR EX TRIBIZER - IREZEPHAMSIEETAE -
7-EflsplinterfHE : SEM M Esplinterfg, REENEREEFMMMESUERR
8 ERHFHEMNEETEPNKREHERLNE - BEMIEEPHABRSEFF S
HARBHEESSFERE - splinterlll 2B FEKNNETRERETREMAILE -

Max Hardy---Z 58 -1a

E - osplinter2 T EMAFHIER, BWERW,
ERNREHEESR

@R 4-4-3-2 w 21.55
4R5-3-3-2 = 15.52
4@R5-4-3-1 = 12.93
@R5-4-2-2 = 10.58
@™ 4-3-3-3 = 10.54
aR6-3-2-2 = 5.64
aR6-4-2-1 v 4.70
4R 6-3-3-1 = 3.45
4N5-5-2-1 & 3.17
AR4-4-4-1 = 2.99
4n7-3-2-1 = 1.88
4R 6-4-3-0 = 1.33
AN5-4-4-0 & 1.24



4R5-5-3-0 = 0.90
aN6-5-1-1 & 0.71
N 6-5-2-0 = 0.65
aN7-2-2-2 & 0.51
aN7-4-1-1 = 0.39
an7-4-2-0 = 0.36
aN7-3-3-0 = 0.27
4™ All Others = 0.69

* AR Eig —NEIE - BT 33%RIRE R S SR |

D ={B—F— B = 2% 550% ;
QD ={(8—25th & 5k 560%
QN (B =2 AR E80% ;



